International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
19-02 Steinway Street Astoria, NY 11105
Phone: (718) 906-9440
Fax: (718) 777-1820

IATSE LOCAL 52
JOB DESCRIPTION

Job Title: Armorer

Duties & Responsibilities:

Armorers are responsible for the transport, storage, and safe use of all weaponry and firearms
on film sets. It is illegal to use NFA (and sometimes Title 1) firearms on set unless a licensed
Armorer is present. Armorers are highly skilled individuals, with a great deal of responsibility for
the safety of the cast and crew. They ensure that weapons are used safely and correctly, and
that those who handle them (usually Actors) are competent to do so. They liaise with the
Production Designer, Properties Master, Producer, Director, Camera crew and Actors, and they
may work with a Fight Director and Stunt team if they are employed on the production. The
Armorer on a Film/TV set is present to ensure the safety of the cast and crew when weapons
are used. The Armorer also ensures the production is able to get the best possible use of blank
firing weapons.

The Armorer should know what the director wants to achieve and help them carry it out in a
safe manor. The actor/actress who will be firing the weapon should be instructed on the
dangers of particular weapon(s) used, and a safe way to use them. They should be instructed as
to where to aim and how many blank rounds they have. The Armorer should be aware, and
make the cast and crew aware, of where the spent shells could eject.

The Armorer should immediately collect all firearms and safely secure them after each
discharge. The Locations Department on a Film set should be in direct contact with the police
service bureaus, and make sure that the Armorer has an opportunity to show the officer the
plugged weapons, and receive permission to operate the weapons.

Requirements:

No particular educational background is required. Following directions and being reliable are
essential.



